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The Harvester 
      Newsletter from 
                          Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 

Hello, 
 The skies are clear and very blue, the golden rod has exploded in the 
field, and another school year has started. 
 As you adjust to the Fall days, be sure to see the article inside 
relating to the newly revised Missal that is being implemented on the First 
Sunday of Advent. 
 Also, there is the news from Miss Barb about Faith Formation.  Looks 
like the Youth of the parish are really involved; see the article on page  3  for 
the latest information on Youth Ministry. 
 There’s a moving story from Judi Bigham from Nova on page 5;   
Operation Ohio Cares Project from and by Donna Romeyn King on Page 6 
and other items for your information and enjoyment.   
 Hope you enjoy the Fall season and you participate   
in upcoming parish activities.  

 

ADOPT-A-FAMILY 

 This year, Adopt-a-Family celebrates its 18th year.  Eighteen years ago, it was started by Steve Werner.  
Connie Ebaugh took over the reins in 1995.   
 Its current facilitators are June Seman, Jessica Burke, Laura Gavlak, Jan Geisler and Connie Ebaugh.  
There were a couple of years that we saw over 100 children in the program.  Currently, we are serving 
approximately 80 children.   
 Adopt-a-Family givers remember their child every birthday, Christmas and Easter.  The facilitators 
contact parents, prior to each giving opportunity, to get suggestions as to what the child wants or needs.  
Over the years, we have seen the most amazing display of generosity that one can imagine.  Givers are 
heartened, knowing that they have helped someone in need – directly.  Receiver parents are so grateful.  
They know that they have been helped when they yearned for it most – at a time when they could not provide 
for their children on a day that children so look forward to receiving.  Having been raised in a family where 
these three days were so very special; awakening in the morning to find presents for me, and knowing that 
my parents were able to provide them, fills me with gratitude that we can provide for those parents who need 
some help, so that they can provide such lovely memories for their children.   
 The giving is done anonymously, which is the highest order of giving – where no thank you is required or 
given.  However, I would like to impress on you, that we facilitators have been the hearers of great gobs of 
appreciation.   
 Presently, we have two brothers, ages 11 and 17 who need givers.  Anyone interested, please call 
Jessica Burke at 330-475-1950.  If you would like more information about the program or would like to be a 
giver, or receiver, please contact June Seman – 330-667-2712, Jessica Burke – 330-475-1950, Laura Gavlak 
– 330-648-2896, Jan Geisler – 330-887-5662, or Connie Ebaugh – 330-648-2602. 

 

What’s Inside: 
1. Adopt a Family 
 
2 .Youth Ministry 
    Faith Formation 
    
3. Youth Ministry~ cont’d 
 
4. Outreach 
 
5.  Miracle 
 
 6. Ohio Cares 
 
7.  Changes Coming 
     Evangelization Update 
 
8.  Evangelization~cont’d 
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From the Youth 
Ministry Office … 

 
 Hello and greetings! I 
hope everyone had a 
blessed summer and a 
great start to another 
school and faith-filled year!  
 Thank you also for all 
the prayers and well-
wishes my husband and I 
received on the birth of our 
son Nicholas, April 5 of 
this year. He is truly a 
blessing and we look 
forward to sharing him with 
everyone!  Babysitters are 
always needed and 
appreciated ... hint. .hint!  
 I am excited once 
again to begin another 
year working with the 
families and youth of 
OLHC parish!!! We have 
some exciting things 
coming up that I would like 
to share with you.  
 
Theology of the Body for 
Middle Schoolers!  
 
 We are excited to 
bring this program to our 
Junior High 7 -8th graders.  
Based on the writings of 
Blessed Pope John Paul 
II,  the Theology of the 
Body program is more 
than just a "sex-talk", it 
brings to young teens the 
realities of the real 
purposes for our bodies in  
 

 
the way we act, interact 
with others, and other 
relationships as part of 
God's creation. What is 
our true purpose on earth 
and where does God fit in?  
We had a successful 
introduction of the High 
School program last year 
and we are eager to 
present this interactive, 
fun, and sensitive DVD 
series to teens. 
Accompanied with this 
series is a parent's guide 
for at home dialogue and 
learning. So let's get real 
and find out God's truth.  
 
Speaking of Junior 
High...  
 
 On Oct. 2nd we 
hosted  the second annual 
Junior High Mini-Retreat 
here at the OLHC 
Litchfield worship site. A 
precursor to the January 
retreat, for two hours 
“tweens” from grades 6-8 
from five different parishes 
gather together for an 
evening of games and the 
most important three “S's” 
for a youth ministry teen: 
scripture, song, and 
snacks!!! Our theme this 
year was Roadtrip with 
Moses where we explored 
the Ten Commandments 
in a fun and interactive 
way. Thank you to other 
parishes who partnered 
with us on this endeavor: 
St. Vincent/St. Sebastian- 
Akron, Holy Trinity- Akron, 
Our Lady of Victory­  
Tallmadge. SAVE THE 
DATE: JANUARY 28th 
for our Junior High 
retreat   at   Our  Lady  of  

 
Victory in Tallmadge. 
High school teens are 
needed NOW to join the 
collaborative team to help 
plan our section of the 
retreat!  
 
Diving into scripture in a 
new way!  
 
 Since everyone 
doesn't learn the same 
way we are excited to 
bring in some new learning 
methods to our high 
school program to engage 
them in a different way. 
Our T3-Teen Bible Study 
DVD program is for high 
school teens to learn and 
discuss scripture in a new 
way. Following Mark Hart 
the "Bible Geek" we are 
taking our eight week 
summer program and 
using the four week series 
on the book of Acts: Keys 
to the Kingdom. Come for 
all or part of the sessions 
starting the end of 
November during our 
normal TNT night. There is 
a wonderful booklet, 
discussion questions, and 
lots of fun. DON'T MISS 
OUT! Recent high school 
grads are welcome to 
these sessions! If you 
followed our T3 intro you'll 
love this series!  
 We are also 
introducing a book club 
where we select two to 
three books a year that our 
teens, grades 7-12, can 
read on their own and then 
discuss through various 
discussions. Don't have 
time to meet outside of 
class or school?  We are  
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Youth Ministry – 

                               (cont’d) 
going to try to set up a 
blog where questions will 
be posted and each week 
teens can log in and 
discuss with other teens. 
Parents are welcome to 
join in too! These books 
will be free to anyone who 
needs a copy or can 
normally be selected from 
your local library. If you 
need a copy, please let us 
know! Our first selection 
by Mark Hart "Blessed are 
the Bored in Spirit” had to 
be shelved because of a 
back order issue. Our new 
selection is "Is Heaven 
Real?" a non-fiction story 
written by a four year old 
who experienced a near 
death experience and 
related the story to his 
parents. This raises the 
questions of who would we 
see? Is God really big? 
And what are angels? 
Let's discuss together. The 
link for the blog will be up 
soon and will be posted in 
the bulletin as well as on 
our parish website.  
 
Youth Ministry on the 
Webé 
 
 Besides being on the 
blog, new this year, Youth 
Ministry will have a page 
on the OLHC website 
starting in October that will 
feature any newsletters, 
permission slips, events, 
and other important info. 
Parents and teens as well 
as other parishioners can 
access the site at work or 
home and stay connected. 

Lost that pesky permission 
slip? No problem we have 
that covered! Simply print 
out the attachment and 
bingo! You're not left out of 
an event! Check us out 
soon!  
 Look for our other 
events such as our 
November Family Movie 
Night at Lodi, Rosary 
Making, Christmas party, 
HS and JH retreats, 
outings, Lent penance 
activities, and much more! 
If you would like to get 
involved in any way we are 
always in need of help with 
supplies, drivers, volun-
teers, and other helpers. 
Recent graduates and 
young adults spend your 
breaks and free time with 
us giving back! Don't miss 
out on passing on the fun 
and faith!  
 
GOD BLESS EVERYONE!  

JACKIE PROSAK  
COORDINATOR OF 

YOUTH MINISTRY  

 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
 A class for parents 
planning a baptism will 
currently be offered in the 
fall and spring. If you plan 
to have a child baptized in 
the near future, please let 
me know.  Informational 
letters and invitations will 
be sent to the parents of 
the children preparing for 
the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and 
Eucharist in the near 
future.  

     An Adult Faith session 
on the Roman Missal will 

be offered for all adults in 
the parish on October 24, 
7:00 p.m. at the UMC.  
Please make plans to 
attend.  

 We are in the process 
of updating the cover of 
our bulletin, as well as our 
web page-we encourage 
you to view the results.  

 As we begin a new 
year of Faith Formation, I 
would like to thank my 
catechists - Ann & Bill 

Rose, Krissy Wittman, 
Peggy Conway, Connie 
Ebaugh, Phil Kensicki, 
Bob Stegmaier, Don Lenk, 
Jeanette Burke, for their 
devotion to the young 
people of our parish. Their 
help, support and 
enthusiasm is a true gift to 
our parish.  
   Also, we are 
currently updating our 
sacramental programs to 
include more parental 
involvement.  Directives 
from the Bishop urge us to 
implement specific texts 
for these programs.   
 Therefore, we will 
begin our new programs 
this fall with the 
sacramental program for 
Reconciliation and again in 
the Spring for our First 
Eucharist Program.  
Children who have 
attended two years of faith 
formation beyond 
Kindergarten will be 
eligible to attend.  Letters 
will be forthcoming on the 
dates for these programs. 
     Wishing you all a 
blessed and joyful holiday 
season.  
   Miss Barb 
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continues to thrive in our 
parish.  We help many needy 
individuals in our community 
and surrounding areas.  We 
wish to thank all of those who 
have donated items to our 
pantry or have given 
monetary donations.  We 
would never be able to help 
so many without your 
support.  We also appreciate 
the many volunteers who 
work in our pantry on Monday 
evenings and Wednesday 
mornings.  You are priceless!  
And to all of those “behind 
the scenes” volunteers who  
unload the food truck 
monthly, stock the shelves in 
the pantry, defrost the 
freezers and help with all of 
those extra jobs. THANK 
YOU! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While we designate specific 
times of the year, like Lent, 
Advent, and “Christmas in 
July” for additional items to 
enhance our pantry, we do 
graciously accept donations 
throughout the year.  Paper 
products, like toilet tissue, 
Kleenex, paper towels, 
soaps, cleaning supplies, 
as well as detergents and 
fabric softener, cannot be 
purchased with food 
stamps, and the expense of 
these items often makes 
them cost prohibitive for us 
to buy.  Items can always 
be brought to Mass on 
weekends to any of our 
sites.   

     Thank  you  in  advance 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for your continued support. 

     This summer we 
purchased two new freezers 
for our pantry.  The ones 
replaced were pretty old and 
had not been working 
efficiently for a long time.  
Thanks to your generosity we 
were able to make this 
purchase in keeping with our 
commitment to help the needy 
of our area. 

    Lastly, but certainly not 
least, our Outreach group is 
always seeking new 
volunteers.  If you would like 
to know more about our 
ministry or are interested in 
volunteering, please contact 
Pat Vujevich at (330) 722-
0438 or Sandy Lynn at 
Litchfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our Lady Help of Christians Outreach Program 
Financial Report 

July 1, 2010 thru June 30, 2011 

Beginning Balance     $   6,453.31  

      Receipts    

 Church Collections and Donations   $  21,377.76   

Blanket Sunday Collection    $       377.00   

Medina County Food Pantries Coalition   $       145.84   

Checking Interest    $         36.82   

Total Receipts     $ 21,937.42  

     Disbursements    

Financial Assistance to Clients   $  14,507.59   

Food Purchases    $    6,614.57   

Blanket Sunday    $       402.00   

Other Expense    $       638.00   

Total Disbursements     $ 22,162.16  

Ending Balance     $   6,228.57  

 

 The OLHC Outreach Program  … 
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My friend, Don, suffered a devastating heart 

attack, in January 2010.  Despite the timely 

ministrations of a well-trained, very capable 

Emergency Medical Team, and the expertise of 

eminent cardiologists, his damaged heart began to 

die.  

Not long after his heart attack, Don's mother 

died. His already-broken heart couldn't bear the 

added stress and sorrow. A sophisticated cardiac 

device was implanted to keep his dying heart 

beating. Don was told that he would need a new 

heart. Without a transplant, he would not survive.  

 Don's faith in God, the love of his wife, 

Robyn, the prayers of his church community, and 

the support and encouragement of his many friends, 

sustained him through dark days filled with pain, 

uncertainty, fear, frustration, and seemingly endless 

medical tests and procedures. When, at 

last, he was notified of his placement at the 

top of the Heart Transplant List, he was, 

understandably, relieved. Of course, there 

was no way to know WHEN the heart that 

would save his life would become 

available. The wait for a compatible heart 

could be as short as two weeks, or as long 

as two years.  

            Robyn, my friend, Vera, and I are 

Liturgical Musicians at our OLHC 

community in Nova. Don is a vocalist. 

Vera and I were the scheduled musicians 

on Mother's Day, this year. Don served as 

Eucharistic Minister that day. Shortly after the 

distribution of Communion, Don and Robyn disappeared 

into the Robing Room, adjacent to the Choir Loft, and 

quietly closed the door. Vera and I exchanged puzzled 

glances with each other and with the other members of 

the choir. Then, as the visiting priest uttered the words of   

dismissal, Don emerged  and whispered, "They have a 

heart, for  me!" The choir dissolved into tears of 

happiness and relief! The commotion in the Choir Loft 

captured the attention of the congregation, below. "We 

have an unexpected announcement," Vera said, her voice 

choking with emotion. "A heart has been found, for 

Don!" Gasps of surprise were accompanied by applause, 

tears, and smiles. As Don and Robyn were leaving the 

 

 

 

 

church to drive to the clinic where the heart 

transplant would be performed, Don paused to thank 

everyone for their prayers, support, and 

encouragement.     Strains of the Closing Hymn, 

'GLORY AND PRAISE TO OUR GOD', floated 

around them as they hurried out of the church, on 

their way to receive the gift of a future, for Don! 

[Don's heart transplant surgery was successful! He is 

recovering swiftly and asks that we continue to hold 

him in prayer.] 

Before the blessing of parishioner Don 

Crawford's successful (praise God!) heart transplant 

in May of this year, our Nova Community was 

saddened by the sudden death of Leonard Burke, in 

March. The loss of such a kind and caring man was 

a brutal blow, not only to Jeanette, his loving wife, 

but to the entire Nova Community.  

On the 16
th
 of June, the day before 

she was to undergo surgery for lung 

cancer, Vera Darmafall lost her dear Frank, 

just as suddenly. His death shocked all of 

us in the Nova Community into numbness. 

Frank had just completed chemotherapy 

for prostate cancer and was prepared to 

support his darling Vera through her battle 

with cancer. The love of her family and a 

multitude of friends is her "support 

system," now, but, it's not quite the same 

as the comforting, calming presence of a 

beloved spouse.   

              My beloved husband, Tom, who 

suffered and survived several serious health 

"challenges" since suffering a massive heart attack 

in May of 2001, underwent "urgent surgery" on the 

1
st
 of August, to remove an infected gallbladder. 

Thankfully, he survived the surgery, despite 

complications. But, three days later, a blood clot 

blocking the life-giving flow of blood to his brain 

stem, left him "brain dead." His heart stopped 

beating at 8:58 a.m., on Friday, 5 August 2011.  

           Jeanette, Vera, and I welcomed the New 

Year, 2011, as wives looking forward to the promise 

of another year of sharing life with our husbands. 

Now, we are widows, each of us on our own journey 

through almost-overwhelming grief. Please keep us 

in your prayers.   

 

 

 

WINDOW ON 
THE PARISH 

 

MIRACLE ON MOTHER'S DAY  
By Judi Bigham  

(OLHC -Nova) 
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   Operation Ohio Cares Project is an 

awareness program designed by Donna 
King to bring attention to the plight of 

wounded u.s. military veterans and the 

critical role played by various non-profit 

organizations in caring for wounded 
veterans.  

   Its mission is to build awareness of Armed 

Forces Wounded Warrior programs in our 

country and encourage informed support of 
these various organizations. The purpose is 

to bring to the forefront legitimate 

organizations that directly assist Wounded 

Warrior programs for each branch of our 
armed services.  

   Donna launched this project early last 

summer with an open letter to all 

Americans. There she told how she was 
motivated to get involved because 

of the help she received from such 

organizations when taking care of 

her son, a Marine wounded in 
2008. Donna writes:  

   "This is the story of how 1 got 

involved with starting this 

awareness program. In 2008 1 had 

a wounded Marine and if it wasn't 

for the non-profit 'Semper Fi Fund' 

and the 'Navy-Marine Corp Relief 

Society Visiting Nurse Services' my family 

would have been lost in the system. When we 

ran out of funds to stay with our son at  

   Camp Geiger rehab platoon, my only option 

was camping out in a small tent at Camp 

Lejeune. To my relief the 'Semper Fi Fund' 

foot  the bill for a hotel room for the 

remainder of the week. The 'Navy Marine 

Corp Visiting Nurses' monitored my son 

throughout his rehab and reported on his 

progress. Today he is a retired Marine in 

school and on his own. This is a success story, 

due to the non-profit organizations that 

supported our family with time, information, 

and care. "  

   Out of this experience Donna realized that,  

under current arrangements, the armed  

services cannot take care of their own 

without the non-profit organizations that 
support them. She notes there are many 

organizations that help our wounded 

veterans, but identifies seven with which she 

has had direct relationships. These are:  
¶ Air Force Aid Society  
¶ Operation Home Front  
¶ Navy Marine Corp Relief Society  

¶ Semper Fi Fund  
¶ Hope for the Warrior  
¶ Wounded Warrior Project  

¶ Fisher House  

 

Donna sees her project strictly as a resource 

for information about these organizations. She 

does not receive donations and is interested 
only in bringing attention to the help that is 

available to wounded veterans and 

encouraging the American public to 

contribute directly to an organization 
and branch of the armed services 

according to interest or preference. 

For more information about 

Operation Ohio Cares Project you 
can contact Donna at 

drking6@gmai1.com 

 
For your reflection:  

 
   As Catholic Christians we understand that 

legitimate non-profit organizations that care for 

wounded soldiers and their families provide an 

important charitable service. Given the obvious 

need for such charitable outreach, we can also 

ask how justly our country treats those whose 

sacrifice entails the debilitating, often long-

lasting, physical, emotional, and spiritual scars 

of serving our country in time of war. We spend 

a great deal of money to fund an army, build 

weapons, and send our men and women into 

battle. What do we allocate as a nation for their 

care when they return broken bodily and/or 

deeply conflicted emotionally and spiritually? 

People getting lost in the system is one thing; 

but if the system loses them, that's quite another 

thing.  

 

Parishioner, Donna Romeyn King, Initiates 

Operation Ohio Cares Project 
 

mailto:drking6@gmai1.com
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The words we say and hear 

at Mass are about to change. 

The change will take place 

starting on the First  

Sunday of Advent, 

November 27, 2011. It comes 

as the result of a new 

translation of the pr ayers we 

use during the celebration of 

Mass. The change will 

require getting accustomed 

to a different style of English 

and some new words.  

    The occasion for the 

change was the publication 

of the 3 rd edition of the 

Roman Missal in 2002. With 

the public ation of the new 

Missal, there was a need to 

translate newly added 

prayer texts into English. 

(All of our ritual books are 
written originally in Latin.) 
But rather than simply 

translating the new texts 

into English according to the 

method used to translate  the 

two previous editions, it was 

decided to re-translate the 

entire Missal using a 

different set of principles.  

   This shift in the approach 

to translation won't change 

the Mass, but it will give our 

Mass prayers a less familiar,  

less casual tone in f avor of a 

more solemn formal one. The 

intent is to capture more 

fully and firmly the meaning 

of the original Latin texts 

and better satisfy the 

demands of oral 

proclamation. Another goal  

is to give the revised 

translation more depth.  

     How well these purposes 

are achieved remains to be  

seen. Our task as Catholics  

 

in the meantime is to do 

what we can to adapt to the 

change: to become 

accustomed to the new 

words, phrases, and musical 

Mass settings as they are 

introduced; to better 

understand their mean ing as 

we speak and listen.  

   For Catholic Christians the 

Eucharist is our life -blood and 

the highest form of worship 

and praise that we give to 

God. It's only right that we 

give ourselves as best we can 

to participating actively and 

consciously in the M ass, 

guided above all by the spirit 

of Christ no matter what form 

its English translation takes 

... open to deepening our 

appreciation of its place in our 

lives no matter how formal or 

informal the tone.  

     As Advent   approaches we 

will provide materia ls to 

acquaint everyone  with the 

new wording and help one 

another value more deeply the 

role the Mass has in nurturing 

our faith -life.  

 
 

 
 

From the 

Evangelization 

Commission . . . 
     

   The Sunshine Club, which 

is a very real and tangible 

way of staying connected 

within our Parish, has very 

dedicated members at each 

worship site. We are grateful  

for the efforts they make to 

recognize the moments in 

peopleôs lives such as 

Baptism, First Eucharist, 

anniversaries, 80
th

, 90
th

 or 

100
th

 birthdays, or 

expressions of sympathy at 

the loss of a loved one.  Also 

cards are sent to the 

homebound and their 

caregivers and those who are 

ill or hospitalized. Recently 

a request was placed in the 

bulletin for cards to be used 

by the Sunshine Club. There 

was a very enthusiastic 

response to the need. A very 

special ñthank youò to those 

who responded in getting the 

Club a supply of beautiful 

cards!     
(Contôd on back cover) 

 

 
         
 
       CHRISTMAS 2011 

 
  Christmas Eve: 
    5 p.m. in Lodi 
    5:30 p.m. in Litchfield 
    7:30 p.m. in Seville 
    12 Midnight in Lodi 
 
  Christmas Day: 
    9:00 a.m. in Litchfield 
    10:30 a.m. in Seville 
    11:00 a.m. in Nova 
 

~ ~ ~ ~  
 

~ Communal Penance ~ 
    December 16, 2011 
     7:00 p.m. at Lodi 

CHANGES COMING IN THE PRAYERS WE 

PRAY AT MASS  
(Some thoughts on it from Fr. Ron)  
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(Contôd from Page 7)   

 The Ministry of Prayer has been in place for approximately a year and a half and currently has 

approximately forty members who are either homebound or have chronic issues that restrict them from 

participating in other parish activities. They fill a very important  and a much-needed ministry in that they 

pray for us as the parish, as the Church and for the world. They receive a list of prayer intentions and 

spiritually related information on a quarterly basis. They are also asked to pray for the extensive list of names 

in the bulletin of those who have requested prayers. Thank you to all of these Ministers, we very much need 

and appreciate your dedication and prayers.  

 As part of the Registration of new members process, the Evangelization Commission has  

maintained contact by invitations to a get-acquainted social in Lodi; by sending a packet "chuck full" of 

information on our parish; by follow up calls on receipt of the packets; and by listing social activities in the 

parish (which has evolved into a list being available in the  

bulletin for everyone). In the near future, we hope to extend this process to include  

personal contact and personal invitations to parish activities and ministries.  

 The Evangelization Commission has been very busy with the Sunshine Club, the Ministry of Prayer and 

Registration. We continue to reach out and to stay connected. Again, a very heartfelt "Thank you" to 

everyone who has participated in the Evangelization Commissionôs efforts.  

 

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish 

9608 Norwalk Rd. 

Litchfield, OH  44253 

 

Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage Paid 

Medina, OH 44256 

Permit No. 333 

 

 

Pastoral Team: Rev. Ronald J. Bryda, Rev. Edward F. Weist  

Deacons:  Mr. John Buda (retired), Mr. Michael Jervis, Sr.  

Pastoral Associate: Sandra J. Lynn     

Youth Minister:  Jackalyn Prosak 

Coordinator of Faith Formation / Elementary: Barbara Manges  Youth Minister: Jackalyn Prosak  

Parish Secretaries: Ruth Bihn and Darlene Fye  

Parish Administration Office:     9608 Norwalk Rd., Litchfield, Ohio 44253  

Phones: (330) 722-1180 FAX: (330) 723-5891  

Email: olhc1976@hotmail.com  
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